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written long after the death of Mihirakula. It relates
that after this event seven deva-putras became incarnate
in succession in Kashmir, and that they restored Buddhism.
The meaning of this evidently is that the king was succeed-
ed by seven sovereigns who were all patrons of Buddhism.
Then in the "Fu-fa-tsang-yin-yuan-ching", translated A.D.472,
a persecuting king called Mi-lo-ku (5$ H ggj), that is evi-
dently Mihirakula, destroys the Buddhist sacred buildings
and slaughters the Brethren in Kapin (Kashmir).1 He
beheads the 23rd, and last (according to this work),, of the
great Buddhist Patriarchs, by name Shih-tzu (gflj -^) that
is, Simha. This last event according to the "Chih-yue-lu"
occurred in A. D. 259,2 $To authority is given for this date
and it is not to be implicitly accepted, but it is interesting
to note that the Rajatarangini makes twelve reigns inter-
vene between Kanishka and Mihirakula. If we allow an
average of 15 years for these reigns we get A.D.80 + 180
or A.D, 260 for the accession of Mihirakula.

The Life and Records leave the situation of the ruined
city of Sakala rather uncertain. The latter work tells us
that this city was 14 or 15 li south-west from the new
capital, of the situation of which, however, we are not told
anything. In the Life Sakala is three (or four) days' journey
or about 300 li (about 60 miles) south-east from Rajapur
and on the east side of the Chen&l. Then the old capital
of the Records does not appear in the Life which on the
other hand mentions a large city on the eastern confines
of Che-Ka and this city does not appear in the Records.
Cunningham, against both the Life and the Records, places
Sakala about 120 miles to the south-west of Rajapur. He
identifies Yuan-chuang's Oheh-ka (or Tsekia), as name
of a city, with "the ruins of a large town, called Asarur
which accord almost exactly with the pilgrim's description
of the new town of Tsekia". This Asarur is "exactly
112 miles distant from Rajaori (Rajapur) in a direct line

1  Fu-ia-tsang-yin-yuan-cMng, ch. 6 (No. 1340).

2  Chi-yue-lu, ch. 3.